Methyl atropine bromide versus atropine sulphate. A clinical comparison.
In a double blind clinical investigation we compared methyl atropine bromide to atropine sulphate in equivalent doses for their effects on changes in the heart rate and dryness of the mouth. Drugs were administered five minutes before the induction of anesthesia. Methyl atropine bromide appeared to have a stronger positive chronotropic effect on the heart rate and a more pronounced mouth drying action. Less dysrhythmias were observed after the methyl congener. Both drugs failed to alter blood pressure significantly. We concluded that methyl atropine bromide is superior to atropine sulphate because it does not produce side effects which may cause the central anticholinergic syndrome. For clinical use, however, methyl atropine bromide should be administered only in half-equivalent dose of atropine sulphate to prevent excessive tachycardia and dryness of the mouth.